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H
ickory Creek Junction Playground 

Fam
ilies can com

bine recreation and nature at 
H

ickory Creek Junction.

H
ickory Creek Barrens

The nature preserve contains a progression 
of plant com

m
unities from

 prairie to forest. 

Restroom M
A

P
 K

E
Y

N
ature Preserve

Forest Preserve

Public Lands

Picnic Shelter

W
ater

Parking/Trail Access

Inform
ation

Biking

H
iking

Cross-country Skiing

N
O
R
T
H

Playground

N
atural Surface Trail

Paved Trail

Street Route

Bridge

O
verpass

H
ickory Creek –  

LaPorte Road A
ccess

Year-Round: Sunrise – Sunset

The 1.8-m
ile east branch of the H

ickory C
reek 

Bikeway traverses grasslands, floodplain, and 
towering oak-hickory forests, and runs along the 
east boundary of the Environm

ental Learning 
C

enter . Street connections lead to the M
okena 

Park D
istrict on the north and the O

ld Plank Road 
Trail to the south.

Environm
ental  

Learning Center
The Environm

ental Learning C
enter is devoted to 

environm
ental education and is open to the public 

by perm
it only.

 H
ickory Creek Junction

Year-Round: Sunrise – Sunset

H
ickory C

reek Junction is so nam
ed for the 

nearby junction of the H
ickory C

reek Bikeway 
with the O

ld Plank Road Trail. The west branch 
of the Bikeway runs for 2.7 m

iles through a varied 
landscape of woodlands, wetlands, and prairie to 
H

ickory C
reek Barrens. A

 0.5 m
ile trail connection 

leads to a bridge over Route 30 to the 20-m
ile O

ld 
Plank Road Trail, which joins com

m
unities from

 
Park Forest to Joliet .  

H
ickory Creek Barrens 

N
ature Preserve

Year-Round: Sunrise – Sunset

H
ickory C

reek Barrens is a dedicated nature 
preserve which provides the greatest degree of 
protection for its plants and anim

als. A
 barrens 

plant com
m

unity shows a progression from
 prairie 

to shrubs to forest – an area where different plant 
com

m
unities com

e together. Schm
uhl School, the 

only rem
aining one-room

 schoolhouse in W
ill 

C
ounty, was m

oved to the site in 2001.

P
reserve Inform

ation

In an Em
ergency, C

all

9 .1 .1
P

lease give the location and nature of the em
ergency.

In non-em
ergencies, call the W

ill C
ounty Sheriff’s D

ispatch at 
815.727.6191 to reach a Forest Preserve O

fficer.

W
elcom

e to H
ickory Creek – LaPorte Road A

ccess
For m

ore inform
ation, call the Forest Preserve D

istrict of W
ill County at 815.727.8700 or visit us at ReconnectW

ithN
ature.org.

Cruise the Creek
Fam

ilies participate each autum
n in a bike 

ride and festival along the H
ickory Creek 

Bikew
ay and the O

ld Plank R
oad Trail.

H
ickory Creek Bikew

ay
Enjoy hiking, biking, and cross-country skiing 
on over five m

iles of trails through H
ickory 

Creek Preserve. 
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Trail Etiquette

Slow
er traffi

c should stay to the right of the 
trail. B

icyclists should pass on the left, politely 
announcing “Passing on the left.”

W
hile in a group, leave room

 for others to pass.

D
ogs are w

elcom
e on m

ost trails but m
ust be leashed. 

C
leaning up dog w

aste is required by ordinance. D
ogs 

are not allow
ed in preserves designated as N

ature 
Preserves.

N
o Forest Preserve trail is designed for m

otorized 
use. A

ssistive m
otorized devices perm

itted.
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